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What exactly is a benediction?    It is pronouncement of divine blessing given in 
the Bible.  It represents a joyful, unifying call to faith, patience, and practice for 
the faithful, based on the certainty of God’s goodness and involvement in our 
lives.
 
The brief blessing is intended to be a step toward awareness of the importance of 
God’s presence in our lives and an appreciation of our inclusion in his love and 
ministry. 

How to present the benediction:
• Summarize the theme of the service. 
o Example: “What a comfort it is to be reminded of God’s gentleness toward 
us. This week, ask God to show you who in your life is being stretched thin and 
needs gentleness and love.” 

• Ask the congregation to receive the benediction. Often suggesting a 
posture of openness (i.e. stand, open palms up, place hand over heart, etc.) can 
give the blessing a deeper meaning.
o Example: “Please stand to receive the benediction.”  
“Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! The Father is a merciful God, who 
always gives us comfort. He comforts us when we are in trouble, so that we can 
share that same comfort with others in trouble.” II Corinthians 1:3-4 (CEV)

• Dismiss the congregation.
o Example: “Go in peace and live the church. See you throughout the week.” 

Benedictions in the Bible:
 
1. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 
(Num. 6:24-26)
2. “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Rom. 1:7)
3. “The God of peace be with you all. Amen.” (Rom. 15:33)
4. “Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying 
love.” (Eph. 6:23-24)
5. “Now may the Lord of Peace himself give you peace at all times and in 
every way. The Lord be with all of you.” (2 Thess. 3:16)
6. “Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” (1 
Tim. 1:2)
7. “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” (2 Tim. 4:22)
8. “May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is 
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
(Heb. 13:20-21)
9. “Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” (1 Pet. 5:14)
10. “Grace and peace be yours in abundance, through the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord.” (2 Pet. 1:2)  

"We Believe" Workbook
An essential part of a Healthy Church is the faith venue. The faith venue creates spaces 
outside of the Sunday service where discipleship can occur. Through the study of the 

Word, along with communion with God and one another, we become more and more 
like him through a life of faith and obedience. The “We Believe" workbook is formatted to 

explore our core beliefs, through individual study and communal discussion.

The GCI We Believe Workbook is located HERE on the GCI Resources site.

For GCI discipleship resources, visit: 
https://resources.gci.org/pathway 

and click on “believe.”

HOW?
Using “We Believe” in small groups and discipleship classes:

•	 Assign portions for participants to review and reflect on their own.
•	 Come together for some fellowship (a meal, coffee, snacks, etc.) 

and read through parts of it.
•	 As a group, discuss and discover the personal impact of these 

truths about who God is.
•	Select one or two questions to dig deeper.
•	Use the truths as a point of departure to discuss our response to God.
•	Develop a devotional or mediation for the group to participate 
	 in based on the scriptures or characteristics of God in that week’s 
	selection.

https://resources.gci.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/WE-BELIEVE-Manual-spreads-USA-Final-062019.pdf

