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What exactly is a benediction?    It is pronouncement of divine blessing given in 
the Bible.  It represents a joyful, unifying call to faith, patience, and practice for the 
faithful, based on the certainty of God’s goodness and involvement in our lives.
 
The brief blessing is intended to be a step toward awareness of the importance of 
God’s presence in our lives and an appreciation of our inclusion in his love and 
ministry. 

How to present the benediction:
• Summarize the theme of the service. 
o Example: “What a comfort it is to be reminded of God’s gentleness toward 
us. This week, ask God to show you who in your life is being stretched thin and 
needs gentleness and love.” 

• Ask the congregation to receive the benediction. Often suggesting a posture 
of openness (i.e. stand, open palms up, place hand over heart, etc.) can give the 
blessing a deeper meaning.
o Example: “Please stand to receive the benediction.”  
“Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! The Father is a merciful God, who 
always gives us comfort. He comforts us when we are in trouble, so that we can 
share that same comfort with others in trouble.” II Corinthians 1:3-4 (CEV)

• Dismiss the congregation.
o Example: “Go in peace and live the church. See you throughout the week.” 

Benedictions in the Bible:
 
1. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 
(Num. 6:24-26)
2. “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Rom. 1:7)
3. “The God of peace be with you all. Amen.” (Rom. 15:33)
4. “Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.” 
(Eph. 6:23-24)
5. “Now may the Lord of Peace himself give you peace at all times and in every 
way. The Lord be with all of you.” (2 Thess. 3:16)
6. “Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” (1 
Tim. 1:2)
7. “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” (2 Tim. 4:22)
8. “May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is 
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
(Heb. 13:20-21)
9. “Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” (1 Pet. 5:14)
10. “Grace and peace be yours in abundance, through the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord.” (2 Pet. 1:2)  

Greeter Ministry
Two of GCI’s core values are to be an inclusive and loving fellowship. One way to live out these values is to create a 

greeting team to welcome and orient guests into our worship services. Visiting a church for the first time can be an 
intimidating and awkward experience. A well-equipped greeting team can help a guest feel safe and welcome.

 » Friendly & Enthusiastic

• Look for members who are 
open and put others at ease. 
Someone who represents the 
values of your congregation 
and is passionate about 
sharing the love of Christ.

 » Intuitive & Responsive To 
Others

• Does this person want to 
engage in conversation, or 
would they prefer a short and 
simple greeting? Allow space 
for guests to experience the 
church on their own terms.

 » Proactive & Prepared

• They are aware of where 
available seats are located and 
are prepared with bulletins 
and any other information a 
guest might request.

 » Be at your post 20 minutes 
before the services begin 
and stay until 5 mins after. 

 » Greet everyone, but keep 
any eye out for guests. 
You are one of their first 
impressions, so help them 
feel welcome.

 » Always have the 
Children’s Ministry 
information and  
schedule available.

 » Assist guests in locating 
refreshments, classrooms, 
restrooms, etc.

 » Do not allow conversations 
with friends to take you 
away from looking for 
guests. 

Where should you locate your greeters?
 » Parking lot: Help direct guests to the sanctuary

 » Front door: Welcome and orient guests with a bulletin

 » Information Table: Provide a gift, answer any questions, and/or pray for guests

 » Sanctuary:

• Host: Circulates around the sanctuary, intentionally looks to befriend 
guests and offers refreshments, points out the restrooms, children’s ministry, etc.

• Usher: Circulates around the sanctuary, helps the guest find a comfortable place to their liking. 

Personality characteristics: Expectations:


