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What exactly is a benediction?    It is pronouncement of divine blessing given in 
the Bible.  It represents a joyful, unifying call to faith, patience, and practice for the 
faithful, based on the certainty of God’s goodness and involvement in our lives.

The brief blessing is intended to be a step toward awareness of the importance of 
God’s presence in our lives and an appreciation of our inclusion in his love and 
ministry. 

How to present the benediction:
• Summarize the theme of the service. 
o Example: “What a comfort it is to be reminded of God’s gentleness toward 
us. This week, ask God to show you who in your life is being stretched thin and 
needs gentleness and love.” 

• Ask the congregation to receive the benediction. Often suggesting a posture 
of openness (i.e. stand, open palms up, place hand over heart, etc.) can give the 
blessing a deeper meaning.
o Example: “Please stand to receive the benediction.”  
“Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! The Father is a merciful God, who 
always gives us comfort. He comforts us when we are in trouble, so that we can 
share that same comfort with others in trouble.” II Corinthians 1:3-4 (CEV)

• Dismiss the congregation.
o Example: “Go in peace and live the church. See you throughout the week.” 

Benedictions in the Bible:

1. The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you 
and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” 
(Num. 6:24-26)
2. “Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Rom. 1:7)
3. “The God of peace be with you all. Amen.” (Rom. 15:33)
4. “Peace to the brothers, and love with faith from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying love.” 
(Eph. 6:23-24)
5. “Now may the Lord of Peace himself give you peace at all times and in every 
way. The Lord be with all of you.” (2 Thess. 3:16)
6. “Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.” (1 
Tim. 1:2)
7. “The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you.” (2 Tim. 4:22)
8. “May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant 
brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 
equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is 
pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
(Heb. 13:20-21)
9. “Peace to all of you who are in Christ.” (1 Pet. 5:14)
10. “Grace and peace be yours in abundance, through the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord.” (2 Pet. 1:2)  

» Start by staying informed with the local guidelines and requirements.
Has your local government developed special guidelines for churches?

Gathering in Person  
As the stay-at-home orders are being lifted, it is an opportunity to 

reflect on how you will develop a plan for gathering again in person. 

» Then, survey your leaders and members. Potential questions to ask:
• Give a sliding scale to assess comfort with returning to in-person services.
• What precautions would you like in place before you would comfortably

return to church?
• If we opened next week, would you volunteer in your same role?
• What precautions would you need in place for you to send your children to

our children’s programing?
• What do you miss most about church?

» Use the information you gather and consider these categories:
• What shifts for health and safety need to be made:

 ‐ To parts of the service (communion, offering, children’s
church, etc.)?

 ‐ To the facility for social distancing (space between rows, flow 
of entrance and exit, etc.)?

 ‐ To sanitation practices (restroom cleaning schedule, wiping 
down door handles, greeters wearing gloves, etc.)?

» Once you have developed a plan that is approved by your Regional Director:
• Communicate with your team and customize the attached flyer and chart to share with your 

members and community.
• Do a run through of the new best practices and procedures with your team before the first service

https://resources.gci.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CH5-Flyer.docx
https://resources.gci.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/CH5-Chart.docx

