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How to use this workbook

This workbook is designed to help you consider the foundations
of your Christian faith.

Each question in the workbook is based on the Nicene Creed or
explores a concept that emerges from it.

Each question has a set of scriptures that will help you find
answers. The answers are often in the scriptures.

Read the question and the scriptures and see if you can put down
an answer. Write your thoughts and ideas in the lines provided.
Try to answer the question and not just write down what you
think you know about this subject.

GCl's answers to the questions are located in the column along
side,onthe same page. Where necessary | have added comments
to assist you in understanding the concept.

Feel free to read other books and articles in order to understand
the ideas presented. Studying theology is always very profitable
when it's done in community, so it's a great idea to work with a
friend or in a study group or by WhatsApp if you are separated.

Some of the concepts in the Nicene Creed and therefore those in
this booklet are hard to understand because they try to describe
a God who is spiritual. Scholars have debated many of these
concepts for centuries and not all of them agree. So don't be
discouraged if you feel you need to question a concept or need
to talk to someone about something you don't understand.

| trust you will love learning about our great God.

Gill Khoury
GCI| Pastor South Africa



The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, and of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten not made, of
one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by
the power of the Holy Spirit, he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Fatherand the Son. With the Fatherand the
Son heisworshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy, all-embracing and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the
life of the world to come.

Amen.



SECTION 9
THE CHURCH




WE BELIEVE

9.1
What is the church?
* Acts 1:8; * Eph. 411-13 % 1 Pet. 2:9

1) How do we participate in being the
church? \

2) How are the church's functions of wor-

ship & witnesss illustrated in these scrip-
tures? \

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

It is the whole community

of faithful Christians in
heaven and on earth who

are incorporated into Jesus
Christ by the personal and
particular ministry of the
Holy Spirit. On earth, the
church gathers in local
congregations to worship
God in Word and sacrament,
and to witness to God by
serving and obeying God in
faith and according to the
Holy Scriptures, thus fulfilling
the mission Christ gave to it
under the leadership of those
God appoints in the Church
for that purpose.



GClI believes:

Before ascending, Jesus
commanded his followers to
“make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the

Son and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all
| have commanded you.” This
“Great Commission” is for the
Church in all times.

SECTION 9 < THE CHURCH

9.2

What is the mission of the church,
that is, what are we commissioned/
sent out to do?

* Matt. 28:16-20

1) What are the elements or features of
our mission? ®

2) What do you think is importnat about
the order of the Great Commission?
a) make disciples,

b) baptize
c) teach? %

Your answer: N




WE BELIEVE

93

How should Christians view the
church?

*+John 112 *1 Pet. 2:9-10 * 1 Cor. 3:16-17;
2 Cor. 6:16-7:1 * Rev. 19:6-10; 21:9-10 =

1) What metaphors/symbols/word
pictures used to describe the church
were signifcant to you?

2) What characteristics/positive
concepts do the illustrations signify? %

3) Is there another metaphor or symbol

for the church that you would use to
share your view of the church with a
friend ? %

Your answer: N

GCl believes:

The New Testament teaches
us to view the church as
God'’s covenant people and
family, as the body and bride
of Christ, and as the temple
where God in Christ dwells by
his Spirit.

Comment:

The terms used here are
pictures or images of the
church, which describe
certain characteristics. No
one image can completely
describe the church, so the
writers used multiple word
pictures.



GCl believes:

Because all who belong to
the church are united to
Christ as their head and
source of life and are thus
united to one another

in Christ for mutual love
and service to him, all in
response to the ministry of
the Holy Spirit being carried
out on the basis of Christ’s
completed earthly ministry.

Comment:

The use of the body
metaphor is thought by
some scholars to describe
the fellowship that Christians
experience as part of the
church. Greek thought leaned
towards the pre-eminence

of the individual and it
encouraged independence.
Greek thinking heavily
influences modern western
culture. Paul’'s metaphor
flies in the face or goes
against the thinking of the
established Greek culture by
promoting interdependence.

SECTION 9 <+ THE CHURCH

9.4

Why is the church called “the body of
Christ”?

w1 Cor.12:12-27

1) How does human body represent
characteristics of the church? %

Your answer: \
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WE BELIEVE

9.5

What are the identifying characteristics of%

the church?
(The Creed is included at the beginning of

the book)

The Creed mentions four specific traits of the

church. How would you put those traits in
your own words? N,

N,
Your answer:

9.6

In what sense is the church one?
* Eph. 4:5-6 % Rom. 12:5 1 Cor. 12:20
Col. 3151 Cor. 1212

1) What does the unity of the church tell us
about God? %

2) When differences exist among Christians, :

is the church still one? How so? What is our -

onhe-ness or unity based one?™

N,
Your answer:

GCl/ believes:

The Creed lists four
identifying “marks” of

the church: one, holy, all-
encompassing and apostolic.

GCl/ believes:

The church is called one
because it is the company
of all faithful people who
have given their lives to
Jesus Christ, as he has and
continues to give himself to
them by his Word and the
Holy Spirit. The members of
the church are one because
they form the one body of
Christ, having “one Lord, one
faith, one baptism, one God
and Father of all.” The church
is called to express this unity
in all relationships between
believers.



GCl/ believes:

The church is called holy
because the Holy Spirit
dwells in it and sanctifies its
members, setting them apart
to God in Christ, and calling
them to moral and spiritual
holiness of life. Since Christ
cannot be separated from

his people, the church is holy
because he is holy. Despite all
its remaining imperfections
here and now, the church is
called to become ever more
holy, sharing more fully in all
that Christ has done for it, for
that is what it already is in
Christ.

Comment:

It is very important for us

to understand that Christ
took on our humanity at the
incarnation and through him
we are holy, set apart for
God's purposes. Of and by
ourselves we are not holy. We
cannot work hard enough to
become holy.

SECTION 9 <+ THE CHURCH

9.7

In what sense is the church holy?
*Gal. 2220 %1 Cor. 1:2 * Lev. T1:44 * 1 Pet.
1:15-16 * Rev. 5:9 ** Rom. 6:12-14

How have you experienced the Holy
Spirit dwelling in the church? N\

Your answer: \

PG
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WE BELIEVE

9.8
In what sense is the church all-

encompassing?
Matt. 28:19; 1 Cor 1:2; Eph. 3:20-21; Col 118

1) The dictionary defines all-
encompassing as including everything
or everyone. Some versions of the Creed

use the word catholic instead. Catholic
is defined as comprehensive, universal,
or unlimited. In what manner do these
verses reveal the Church to be all-
encompassing? ®

Your answer: N

GCl believes:

The church is called all-
encompassing (catholic in
some translations of the
Creed, not in reference

to a denomination, but,

from the original Greek
meaning universal). The all-
encompassing church holds
the whole faith once for all
delivered to the saints and
maintains continuity with the
apostolic church throughout
time and space, thus uniting,
in Jesus Christ, all local
congregations and various
associations of the one,
universal church.



GCl believes:

The church is called
apostolic for two reasons:
First, because its members
hold the faith of Christ’s
first apostles—they are in
continuity with them and
their message. Second,
because the church, like the
apostles (“apostle” meaning
“sent”), is sent to proclaim
the gospel and to make
disciples throughout the
world.

Comment:

There is some debate among
scholars as to whether
apostles still exist. Were the
New Testament apostles the
only apostles or do we have
modern apostles? Feel free to
debate this one!

SECTION 9 <+ THE CHURCH

9.9

In what sense is the church apostolic?
(Apostolic means to be like the apostles
in some way.)

# Matt. 28:18-20 * Luke 9:1-6 * Acts 1.8 +
John 15:26-27 * Eph. 3:8-10

1) Describe some characteristics of the
apostles from the New Testament. N,

2) How do modern Christians live out
these characteristics? %

Your answer: \

PG
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WE BELIEVE

9.10
How are we as members of the church

to view each other?
# Eph. 2:19-20; 2:14; 4:4-5 %1 Cor. 12:4-7, 12-
13, 27 * Gal. 3:28

1) How have you been blessed by
belonging to the body of Christ? N,

2) How does spending time with other
members of the church help you engage

with God? %

Your answer: \

GClI believes:

In union with Christ, we are
united to each other within
the body of Christ, the
church. As Jesus by his death
removed our separation

from God, so by his Spirit he
removes all that divides us
from each other. The ties that
bind us together in Christ
are deeper than any other
human relationships and are
more fundamental than that
which distinguishes us from
one another.



GCl believes:

Through the Holy Spirit, we
have communion with Christ,
which means we share in the
relationship that Jesus has
with the Father and the Holy
Spirit. As members of the
body of Christ, we also have
communion with each other
through him. That fellowship
is lived out by loving and
serving one another, and by
worshipping together, hearing
the gospel preached, and
together partaking of the
sacraments of baptism and
the Lord’s Supper.

SECTION 9 <+ THE CHURCH

oM

How are we to live out the oneness we
have in Christ?

#John 17:20-21

1) How would you describe oneness in
your own words? AN

2) What are ways we practice oneness in
our daily lives? N\,

Your answer: \
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WE BELIEVE

9.12

How are we to serve within the
church?

*John 17:20-21+ 1 Cor. 12:1-11

1) How do you see the members sharing
their gifts in the church? N\,

2) How do vou share your qgifts with
others? N\

3) What does the term non-hierarchical
mean to you? (You can look up the word
hierarchical in the dictionary.) N\

4) What does it look like in practice? N,

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

The Holy Spirit gives each
member of the church
certain gifts that are to be
used to serve the church, and
through the church to serve
the world. Each of these gifts,
which vary from member to
member, are important and
are not interchangeable. They
are essential contributions

to the unity of the one body
of Christ. The equality of

the members of the church
does not derive from the
interchangeability of the
parts, but in the fact that the
gifts given the members are
all of grace—gifts from God
through Jesus by the Holy
Spirit. The differences among
the members are good and
are to be used to bless each
other in ways that individual
members cannot bless
themselves. The differences
in the church constitute a
non-hierarchical ordering of
the members where their
gifts are utilized in and for
love.



GCl/ believes:

The worship of the church on
earth is a participation in the
eternal worship of the church
in heaven. One day we will be
able to experience this unity.
When we worship here on
earth we are joining in with
the eternal worship that is
already and forever taking
place.

SECTION 9 <+ THE CHURCH

913

How are the church on earth and the
church in heaven joined?

* Heb. 12:22-24 * Hebrews 7:25

What is the role of Christ in our
worship? N\,

Your answer: \
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WE BELIEVE

914

How do Christians enter into
communion with Christ and with one
another?

1 Cor.10:17;12:13 * Col. 3:16

*+John 17:20-21

1) What does it mean to be in communion

with one another and Christ? %

2) How would you define a sacrament in
your own words? N,

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

Communion occurs by the
ministry of the Holy Spirit
working through Word and
sacrament. Because the Spirit
uses these means to bring
about his saving purposes,
the Word of God and the
sacraments are called "means
of grace." We practice two
sacraments, baptism and the
Lord’s Supper, because Jesus
Christ instituted these for the
church.



GCl believes:

As members of the body of
Christ, we gather for worship
to honor God with thanks
and praise, to receive the
sacraments, and to hear
God’s Word proclaimed

so that the gospel may

be in our hearts and put
into practice in our lives.
Through these encounters
with God in worship, we are
reminded of God’s nature
and character, and we grow
in faith, hope and love for
him. This prepares us to go
out from worship to make
God known in word and
deed. We typically hold our
primary worship gathering

on the first day of the week in

celebration of the fulfillment
of God’s promise to be our
rest through our Lord's
resurrection.

SECTION 9 <+ THE CHURCH

9.15

Why should Christians gather for
worship?

* Rom. 10:8 * Acts 2:42, 46 * Mark 16:2
* Acts 20:7; 4:33

1) Why is it important that we gather? N\,

2) How has gathering for worship been a

blessing to you? N,

3) What is the a connection between
worship and gathering? N\

Your answer: \
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SECTION 10
THE CHRISTIAN
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WE BELIEVE

10.1
What is a Christian?

Describe ways that repentance and faith

are lived out in a Christians life.

Your answer: \

GClI believes:

A Christian is any person
who, in response to hearing
the Word of God, responds
with faith in Jesus as God'’s
eternal Son, trusting in the
grace freely given to us
through his life, death on the
cross, and resurrection to
everlasting life. Recognizing
Jesus as being their Lord
and Savior, they turn to him
in repentance and faith to
receive salvation, including
the gifts of forgiveness of sin
and reconciliation with God.
Submitting to the holy, loving
Lordship of Christ, they no
longer live for themselves,
but for the praise and glory
of God. They entrust their
life to Jesus’ transforming
oversight, care and service.

Comment:

Conversion is both an
immediate and an on-going
process. God applies the gifts
of salvation immediately.
However, some people are
transformed more quickly
than others.



GCl believes:

They experience new birth
through the regeneration of
the Holy Spirit, leading them
to embrace their adoption
as God'’s children. By the
Holy Spirit, they share in

the communion that the
incarnate Son of God has with
the Father, drawing them
into right relationship with
the triune God and fellow
humans.

Comment:

Becoming a Christian is

a spiritual event that has
profound implications for our
spiritual, physical and social
life. Because of its impact,
true conversion cannot be
hidden.

SECTION 10 < THE CHRISTIAN

10.2

What happens when a person
becomes a Christian?

* Rom. 10:9-13 % Gal. 2:20 * John 3:5-7

* Titus 3.5 * Mark 8:34 * John 13:35
*John 1:12-13; 3:16-17 *+ Rom. 5:1; 8:9, 14-15

What can regeneration of the Holy Spirit

look like in a person's life? AN

Your answer: \

PG
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WE BELIEVE

10.3

Is Christianity the only true religion?
* Matt. 7:3 % James 1:26, 27 *+ Acts 412
*John 14:6 * Rom. 1:16 * 2 Cor. 4.7

What makes Christianity different from

other religions? AN

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

When used to promote self-
Jjustification, war-mongering
or prejudice, religion is

a form of sin. Religions,
Christianity included, too
often have been misused in
that way. Nevertheless, by
grace, despite the sins of its
followers, Christianity offers
the truth of the gospel. No
other religion can or does
affirm the name of Jesus
Christ as the hope of the
world. The exclusive claim
of Jesus Christ is that in him
alone can all be included

in the kingdom of God. He
alone is the eternal Son of the
Father who reveals the Father
and sends the Holy Spirit.
He alone makes us adopted
children of the Father in the
Spirit.

Comment:

One of the ways in which
Christianity is radically
different is that it is not
focused on human efforts but
God making a way for people
to have a relationship with
him. It changes us from the
inside out. We choose. We
are not forced by rules and
regulations. Other religions
are constrained on the
outside by legalism. We are
grown, nurtured from the
inside by the Holy Spirit.



GCl believes:

God has made salvation
available to all human beings
through Jesus Christ. How
God will deal with those

who do not know or do not
follow Christ, but who follow
another tradition, we cannot
say. However, we can say that
God is gracious and merciful,
and that God will not deal
with people in any other way
than we see in Jesus Christ,
who came as the Savior of
the world.

Comment:

Thomas Torrance says “The
very nature of the gospel, as
Calvin constantly expressed
it, is to bring salvation, not
destruction, and if anyone

is reprobated that happens
only accidentally.....The
positive action of God in
accepting humanity and
taking their rejection upon
himself, is the action only of
salvation and reconciliation.
If therefore any person goes
to hell, it is by downright
refusal of the perfected work
of reconciliation in which
God in Christ has already
chosen them in pure love and
removed enmity between
God and man entirely.”
(Atonement, page 157)

SECTION 10 < THE CHRISTIAN

10.4
How will God deal with followers of

other religions?
* Rev. 7:9 #* Ps.103:8 * John 3:19 * Titus 2:11

How does knowing that our merciful
God is the Savior of the world help
you engage with people who aren't
Christians?

Your answer: \
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WE BELIEVE

10.5

How should a Christian treat non-
Christians and people of other
religions?

# Luke 1212 # John 14:26 # Rom. 8:26

Do vou feel comfortable relating to
people with different belief systems? AN

Your answer: \

10.6
Why are Christians people of prayer?

* Ps. 48.1;96:8-9 * James 5:16 # 1John 1:9
* Ps.107:8; 75:1; 50:15 * Ps. 14518

Write a definition of prayer that
describes vour understanding. N\

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

As much as possible, we
should meet friendship
with friendship, hostility
with kindness, generosity
with gratitude, persecution
with forbearance, truth with
agreement, and error with
truth. We should express
our faith with humility and
devotion, as the occasion
requires, whether silently
or openly, boldly or meekly,
by word or by deed. On the
one hand, we should avoid
compromising the truth,
but on the other hand we
should not refuse to listen to
or engage with those who
disagree with us. In short,
we should always welcome
and accept these others

in a way that honors and
reflects the Lord’'s welcome

GCl/ believes:

Prayer means calling upon
God, whose Spirit is always
present with us, moving

us to prayer. In prayer,

we approach God with
reverence, confidence and
humility. Prayer involves both
addressing God in praise,
confession, thanksgiving and
supplication, and listening

for God's Word within our
hearts and minds echoing his
written word. Prayer brings

us into communion with God.
The more our lives are rooted
in prayer, the more we sense
how wonderful God is in grace,
purity, majesty and love.
Prayer means offering our lives
completely to God, submitting
ourselves to God's will, and
waiting faithfully for God's
grace. Through prayer, God
frees us from anxiety, equips
us for service, and deepens
our faith. Through prayer, our
minds and hearts are being
conformed to God'’s will and
heart.



GCl believes:

No. We do not pray to change
God'’s mind or to get God to
do what he is reluctant to do.
Rather, we pray to discern
what God wills and wants.

As we pray to the Father, the
Spirit enables us to join with
Jesus our High Priest in his
prayers. Prayer is communion
with our triune God.

GCl believes:

God takes all our prayers
into account, weighing
them with divine wisdom,
and responding to them
by a perfect will. Although
for the time being God's
answers may seem beyond
our understanding, or
even painful, we know
nonetheless that they are
always determined by the
grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God answers our
prayers, particularly for
temporal blessings, only in
ways that are compatible
with the larger purposes of

God's glory and our salvation.

Giving us communion with
God is the heart of all the
answers to all our prayers.

SECTION 10 < THE CHRISTIAN

10.7

What is the purpose of prayer?
* Eph. 6:18 * Ps. 62:8; 139:1 * Phil. 4.6
* Matt. 7.7-8

How has prayer helped form your faith? N,

Your answer: \

10.8
How does God respond to a Christian’s

prayers?
*1John 514 * James 1:17 * Matt. 6:33

Imagine a friend tells you, "God didn't
answer my pravyer." In light of who our
loving God is, how would you respond to
them? %

Your answer: \
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WE BELIEVE

10.9

What encourages a Christian to pray
each day?

*|s. 65:24 - Luke 11:12-13 * Phil. 4.8

* Eph. 3:20-21+1John 4:19

Describe yvour motivation for wanting to

speak to God through prayer? AN

Your answer: \

10.10

What prayer serves as the Christian’s
pattern for prayer?

* Matt. 6:

What can the Lord's Prayer teach us
about prayer?

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

The God who has adopted us
as his children is the heavenly
Father who encourages and
commands us to pray. When
we do, we are responding
with love to that greater love
which meets us from above.
Before we enter into prayer,
God is ready to grant all that
we truly need. We may turn
to God with confidence each
day, not because we are
worthy, but simply because
of God's grace. By praying, we
acknowledge that we depend
on grace for all that is good,
beautiful, life-giving and true.
Prayer is an essential aspect
of our relationship with our
triune God as one of the
fundamental disciplines of
our life in Christ.

Comment:

While we can pray in all
circumstances, it's helpful
at times, if it is the primary
activity.

GCl believes:

In Matthew 6, Jesus gives us
a pattern for prayer in what is
commonly called The Lord's
Prayer: Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come. Your will

be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our
debtors. And do not lead us
into temptation, but deliver
us from the evil one. For
yours is the kingdom and the
power and the glory forever.
Amen. (Matt. 6:9-13, NKJV)



GClI believes:

In teaching us to pray

this way, Jesus gave us
permission to address God
as Father as he does. We
call God Father because he
first is the eternal Father

of the eternal Son. Then,
through and with the Son,
we too, as children adopted
by grace, call God our
Father. By addressing God
as "our Father," as does the
Son, we draw near with
childlike reverence, and place
ourselves securely in God's
hands. We do not view God
the Father in the way we
view our human fathers, for
God the Father, as revealed
to us in relationship to the
Son, sets a standard that all
human fathers fall short of.

Comment:

One of the most significant
aspects of the Lord's Prayer
is that we are able to address
God as Jesus did. We are
included in his relationship.
We are not required to
approach God as a servant

or an employee but as one of
his children.

SECTION 10 < THE CHRISTIAN

10.11
Why do we address God as “Father”?

1. Since one of the names for God is
"Father," does that mean God is male? N,

2. What is the significance of this
term? \

Your answer: \
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WE BELIEVE

10.12 :
What is meant by addressing God as "Our
Father in heaven"? :
* Rom. 8:15 * Jer. 23:23-24 * Acts 17:24-25

Is heaven a geographical location? If not,
describe in your own words what it means
that God dwells in heaven?

Your answer: \

10.13

What is meant by the first petition,
"Hallowed be your name"?

s Jer. 9:23-24 = Rom. 11:36 *+ Ps. T115:1

How might God desire to be qlorified?\

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

Although God is everywhere,
God is said to exist and
dwell "in heaven.” While

God is free to enter into the
closest relationship with

the creature, God does

not belong to the order of
created beings. "Heaven" is
the seat of divine authority
in creation, the created place
from which God reigns in
glory and brings salvation to
earth. Our opening address in
The Lord’s Prayer expresses
our confidence that we rest
securely in God's sovereign
yet intimate care, and that
nothing on earth lies beyond
the reach of God's grace.

GCl believes:

It is placed first because

it comprehends the goal

and purpose of the whole
prayer. The glory of God's
name is the highest concern
in all that we pray and

do. God's "name" stands

for God's being as well as
God's attributes, works, and
reputation. When we pray for
his name to be "hallowed,”
we are asking that we and all
others will know and glorify
God as God really is, and that
all things will be ordered in a
way that demonstrates God'’s
faithfulness, goodness, and

glory.

Comment:

In non-Western cultures,

a name has far more
significance than in Western
cultures. So the references
to God’s name in the Bible,
which is culturally a non-
western book, reflect the
understanding that a name
embodied both the qualities
and character of the person.



GCl believes:

We are asking God to come
and rule among us, helping
us share in his ways through
faith, love and justice. We
pray for both the Church and
the world that God will rule
in our hearts through faith,
in our personal relationships
through love, and in our
institutional affairs through
Justice. We ask especially
that the gospel will not be
withheld from us, but rightly
preached and received. We
pray that the Church will

be upheld and increase,
particularly when in distress;
and that all the world will
more and more hear of

and submit to God's reign,
until the day that Christ
establishes the fullness of the
kingdom of God, and we live
forever with God in perfect
peace.

Comment:

G.E. Ladd says, "The Kingdom
has come in Jesus in
fulfillment of the messianic
salvation within the old

age, but the consummation
awaits the Age to Come. The
Kingdom is actually present
but in a new and unexpected
way. It has entered history
without transforming history.
It has come into human
society without purifying
society. By analogy, the
righteousness of the reign

of God can be actually and
substantially experienced
even in the present age; but
the perfect righteousness

of the Kingdom, like the
Kingdom itself, awaits

the eschatological
consummation.”

(Theology of the New
Testament, page 127)

SECTION 10 < THE CHRISTIAN

10.14

What is meant by the second petition,
"Your kingdom come"?

* Ps. 68:1 % 2 Thess. 3.1 Rev. 22:20 =

Rom. 8:22-24 1 Cor. 15:20, 28

Does this mean that the kingdom of God
has not arrived yet? N\,

Your answer: \
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10.15
What is meant by the third petition,
"Your will be done, on earth as it is in

heaven"?
* Ps. 119:34-36; 103:20, 22 * Luke 22:42 *
Rom. 12:2

How might we discover what God's will

is? ™

Your answer: \

GClI believes:

All that God wills is
consistent with the nature
and character of the triune
God revealed in Jesus Christ.
Whatever God wills, he
eventually brings to pass,
whether we desire it or not.
The phrase "on earth as it is
in heaven" means that we
are asking for the grace to
do God's will on earth in the
way that it is being done in
heaven—gladly and from

the heart. We thus ask that
all opposition to God's will
might be removed from the
earth, and especially from
our own hearts. We ask for
the freedom to conform our
desires and deeds more fully
to God's, so that we might be
completely delivered from
our sin. We yield ourselves,
in life and in death, to God's
will. And we expectantly look
forward to the day when
heaven and earth will be
reunited in the new heaven
and earth.



GCl believes:

We ask God to provide for
all our needs, for we know
that God, who cares for us

in every area of our life, has
promised us temporal as
well as spiritual blessings.
God commands us to pray
each day for all that we need
and no more, so that we will
learn to rely completely on
God. We pray that we will use
what we are given wisely,
remembering especially the
poor and needy. Along with
every living creature, we
look to God, the source of all
generosity, to bless us and
nourish us, according to the
divine good pleasure.

Comment:

Sometimes we find it difficult
to separate needs from

wants and we can become
angry and discouraged when
we don’t receive what we
want. Our modern consumer
society relies on economic
growth through continual
spending. This encourages
people to buy more than they
need, to impress their peers.
It can be challenging to be a
Christian in such a society.

SECTION 10 < THE CHRISTIAN

10.16

What is meant by the fourth petition,
"Give us this day our daily bread"?

* Prov. 30:8 * Ps. 90:17; 55:22; 724,
104:27-28

What are some ways you see God
providing for you? N\

Your answer: \
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1.1
What is the gospel?

Describe the gospel in your own words. N\,

Your answer: \

1.2

What are the central events of the
gospel?

*1Cor.15:1-4 * Rom. 5:15 % John 1:12
*1John 5:11-12

What do the central events of Jesus' life
mean to you? \

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

The gospel is the good news
of the kingdom of God and
salvation by God's grace
through faith in Jesus Christ.
To preach the gospel is to
proclaim the fulfillment of
God'’s purposes through the
sending of the eternal Son of
God in the power of the Holy
Spirit to break into our fallen
world, overthrow its evil,

and transform and redeem
all who were captive to sin
and evil’s power and eternal
consequences.

GClI believes:

The central events of the
gospel are about Jesus:

his birth, life, ministry,
crucifixion, death, burial,
resurrection, and ascension.
Through these events in the
life of Jesus, God'’s kingdom
has broken into our time
and space to bring about our
salvation.

Comment:

Each of these events is
central to the gospel and no
one event is more important
than the other. Christianity
involves believing all of these
events as historical realities.



GCl believes:

No. The gospel is the
astonishing good news

that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.
God's forgiveness of us is
unconditional, and it is given
before our confession of sin
and repentance. Freed by
the Holy Spirit in response to
the Word of God, repentance
is how we receive the
forgiveness that has already
been freely given to us on the
basis of Christ’s atoning work
on the cross. To refuse to
repent is thus to refuse God'’s
gift of forgiveness.

Comment:

Forgiveness is a two-

edged sword. Although

we were forgiven while

we were still sinners,

our acknowledgement

and acceptance of that
forgiveness is also a personal
acceptance of our sin.

That’s why forgiveness and
repentance go hand in
hand. When we refuse God'’s
forgiveness, we implicitly
deny that we are sinners.

SECTION 11 <+ THE GOSPEL

1.3
Is the forgiveness declared in

the gospel extended only after

repentance?
* Col. 313 * Mark 11:25 * Col. 2:13 *
Matt. 18:21-22 * Heb. 12714

How would vou share with a friend that
forgiveness is unconditional? AN

Your answer: \
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1.4

How should we respond to the gospel?
* Rom. 10:9-10 = Acts 16:31

If a person already believes with their
heart, why might it be important to
confess with their mouth? Reflect on how

this might be connected to witnhess. N\,

Your answer: \

11.5

If sin is so evil, how can God forgive
it?

# Ps.103:10-14

Share how it makes you feel that God
does not deal with you according to

your sins? N\

Your answer: \

GClI believes:

We should respond to the
gospel with repentance and
faith. The Son of God was
sent by the Father to assume
our human nature to himself
and to rescue and transform
it in himself. This was done
to reconcile us to God so

that we might become his
beloved adopted children.
Jesus Christ came, lived and
died for our sins and has
made us his, before and apart
from our believing in him. He
has bound us to himself by
his love in such a way that he
will never let us go. Therefore,
the Lord calls on all humans
to repent and believe in him
as Lord and Savior.

GCl/ believes:

God forgives our sins because
he has the grace and power
to overcome them and set
things right. In forgiving our
sins, God is not overlooking
or ignoring evil. God is
opposed to sin and evil and
always will be. God judges
what is sinful and evil and
condemns it. By forgiving

us, God rescues us from

the dominion and eternal
consequences of sin, making
all things new, including our
human nature.

Comment:

Within the death of Jesus
there is a dual atonement.
Jesus not only bore the
impact of sin on the lives of
humans but he also bore the
revulsion of God towards sin.



GClI believes:

Our problem as humans

is not merely that we sin,

but that, by nature, we are
sinners. We have a corrupt,
fallen nature that is inclined
toward sin, often not able to
resist temptation to sin. That
is the bad news. But the good
news is that God has remade
human nature in and through
the eternal Son of God who,
in becoming human, took
upon himself our corrupt
human nature and healed it
on our behalf.

Comment:

In being born as a human,
Christ assumed every aspect
of our human nature and

he became the “perfect”
human. He lived the life that
we couldn’t. By assuming
our humanity, he healed our
humanity.

GCl believes:

Because Jesus renewed
human nature, the Holy
Spirit is able to minister to
us as individuals on the basis
of Christ’s finished work,
uniting us to Jesus with his
perfected human nature in a
spiritual union. Through this
union, the Holy Spirit imparts
to us a continuous sharing

in Jesus’ love and life so that
we are transformed, little by
little, into the image of God
found in Jesus.

Comment:

As we are being transformed
into the image of Christ, we
are sharing more and more

in his glory. We glorify him by
praising him; he glorifies us
by making us to be more like
he is.

SECTION 11 <+ THE GOSPEL

1.6

How does God make us new?
*#2 Cor. 89 * Heb. 217 *+ Eze 11119
+ Rom. 6:6 = Col 3:10

What does being made new or renewed
by Christ mean to you? AN

Your answer: \

1.7

What part does the Holy Spirit have in
this renewal?

*2Cor. 318

How does the Spirit participate in our
transformation? %

Your answer: \
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11.8

How can anyone resist the Holy Spirit’s
bringing about this transformation?

* Mark 3:29 ** Rom. 14:11 * Acts 6:9-10

%+ Gal. 6:9-10

If God is all-powerful, why might God
choose not to force people to submit
and repent? N~

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

No one can entirely resist

the Holy Spirit. In the end
the Holy Spirit will make
clear and evident to all the
truth and reality that Jesus
Christ is Lord and Savior of
all. In the end, all will either
willingly or unwillingly admit
the truth that Jesus Christ is
Lord of all. However, Scripture
warns of the real danger of
wilfully rejecting, and thus
blaspheming the Holy Spirit.
Apparently, some will do this,
even after being convicted of
the Holy Spirit’s undeniable
witness that Jesus is Lord and
Savior and there is no other.
Exactly how this rejection

is possible we are not told.
We are simply warned of its
possibility, which we are to
take seriously lest we resist
the Holy Spirit, presume upon
God'’s grace and minimize
the many directives in
Scripture to accept, receive
and respond positively in
repentance and faith to the
proclamation of the grace

of God in Jesus Christ that
comes to us by his Word and
Spirit.

Comment:

The response is ours to give.
The Holy Spirit doesn’t force,
rather he leads and allows us
to choose whether to follow.
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GOD'S GRACE




GCl believes:

All that the triune God does
toward his creation is good
and right, and it is all done
freely. That is grace. God’s
grace, which is free and
unmerited, arises out of God’s
eternal nature and character.
God'’s grace is expressed in
everything God does. The
deepest and most costly
expression of grace is the
Father’s redemption of sinful
and rebellious humanity

and the entire cosmos

from the power of sin and

its ultimate consequence,
death. This redemption was
accomplished through the
incarnation and atoning
death of Jesus Christ. By
grace, the Holy Spirit now
frees and empowers humans
to repent of unbelief and

to know, have faith in, love
and worship the Father and
Jesus Christ and thereby
experience the joy of eternal
salvation in the kingdom of
God.

Comment:

Grace always comes from
outside of us. It is not
something that we can take
or generate for ourselves.

We can give it to others or
they can give it to us and we
can also constantly receive it
from God. Fundamentally it’s
undeserved. What we can’t
do is demand it.

SECTION 12 <+ GOD'S GRACE

12.1

What is God’s grace?

* Eph. 2:8-9 % 1John 2:1-2 * Col. 1:20
 Rom. 11:32; 8:19-21; 3:24; 5:2, 15-17, 21
*John 112 * Titus 3.7

Eph. 2:8-9 says salvation is not about our
own efforts. What are some ways we
might try to earn grace? N\

Your answer: \
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12.2

Why do all people need God's grace?
* Mark 7:21-23 %1 John 3.8« Eph. 2.2

* Gal. 5:19-21 % Rom. 6:23; 3:23-24

* Eph. 2:12-13 % Ps. 14:3 * Eph. 2:8

* Ps.130:3-4 % Col. 1:13-14 %1 John 1:8

What does grace look like in you life? AN

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

We all need God's grace
because all humans are
sinners and cannot set
themselves free from the
power of sin or sin’s ultimate
consequences, which are
alienation from God and
death. All people need the
good news that God loves us
unconditionally, has forgiven
our sins, and has reconciled
us to himself through Jesus
Christ. That good news

(the gospel) includes the
invitation to receive, by faith
in Christ, all the benefits of
living under God'’s grace by
the Holy Spirit. While we
should not cease to pray to
God for mercy, we can, in
faith, be confident that God
has forgiven us and that he
is at work freeing us from
all our sins. By grace we can
confess our sins, repent of
them, and grow in love and
knowledge day by day. By
confession and repentance
we receive, as often as
needed, the grace of God
freely given to us.

Comment:

We often forget that we
are not fighting against

a physical enemy but a
spiritual one, so our normal
human defences tend

to be ineffective against
temptation.



GCl/ believes:

Through the incarnation

and crucifixion of Jesus
Christ, God has taken the
responsibility to overcome
evil and put all things right.
Because of Christ, God

no longer holds our sins
against us. Christ alone is our
righteousness and our life; he
is our only hope. Grace alone,
not any merits of our own, is
the basis on which God has
forgiven us in Christ. Faith
alone, not our works, is the
means by which we receive
Christ into our hearts, and
with him the forgiveness that
makes us whole. Christ alone,
grace alone, and faith alone
bring the forgiveness from
God that is attested to in the
gospel.

Comment:

Christ’s sacrifice puts us right
with respect to all sin, past,
present and future. Whatever
mistakes we may make along
the way, they are already
forgiven.

SECTION 11 <+ THE GOSPEL

12.3

What is forgiveness of sin?
#1Cor.1:30 #1Tim. 11+ Rom. 11:6
* Eph.110; 2:8 *+ Rom. 5.15; 4:16; 3:28

How would you describe how you
experience forgiveness? AN

Your answer: \
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12.4

Does forgiveness mean that God
condones sin?

* Hab. 113 % Is. 59:15 * Heb. 9:22

* Rom. 5:8-10 %1 Chron. 16:33

Does accepting that God forgives your

sin tempt you to choose more sin and
evil? Explain. N\

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

No. God never approves of
sin. Although God is merciful,
God does not condone

what God forgives. In the
death and resurrection of
Christ, God judges what God
abhors—everything hostile
to holy love—by abolishing

it at its roots. Because

God is for his creatures,

he must be against all

that is against them. Evil
thus has no future. In this
Jjudgment the unexpected
occurs: good is forcibly

(not naturally) brought

out of evil circumstances,
hope out of hopelessness,
and life out of death. God
spares sinners who welcome
God'’s judgment and his
condemnation of all sin and
evil, including their own,
which was accomplished

in Jesus Christ. God turns
them from enemies into
friends. The uncompromising
Jjudgment of God to do

away with all evil and its
consequences is revealed

in the suffering love of the
Cross.



GCl believes:

No. We are to forgive as we
have been forgiven. The
gospel is the astonishing
good news that while

we were yet sinners,

Christ died for us. Just as
God's forgiveness of us is .
uncondjitional, and precedes :
our confession of sin and :
our repentance, so our
forgiveness of those who
have harmed us does not :
depend on them confessing :
and repenting of their sin.
However, when we forgive
the person who has done

us harm, giving up any
resentment or desire to :
retaliate, we do not condone
the harm that was done, nor :
do we excuse the evil of the :
sin. Rather, we trust in God'’s :
Jjudgment upon the evil, the
power of his redemption, and
in the hopeful rescue and :
transformation of all who
have done evil.

Comment:

Sometimes we can mix up
the concepts of forgiving and
trusting. Forgiveness does
not necessarily mean that we:
can trust again, especially if :
trusting exposes us to further
hurt or injury. But forgiving

removes our need to retaliate.

SECTION 12 <+ GOD'S GRACE

12.5

Does our forgiveness of those who
have harmed us depend on their
repentance?

* Col. 313 % Mark 11:25 * Col. 2:13

* Matt. 18:21-22 *+ Heb. 12:14

1. Can you describe a time when you
forgave another person who wronged
you even though they did not ask for
forgiveness? What motivated you? %

2. Can vou think of an instance when you
would forgive another but not reconciie
the relationship? N\

Your answer: \
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12.6
How can people forgive those who have

hurt them badly?
* Luke 6:27-28 * James 1:17 ** Rom. 8:29
* Phil. 413

How do you think Jesus receives us when
we don't feel love for our enemies? %

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

Without the grace that
comes from above, we
cannot love our enemies, we
cannot pray for those who
persecute us, we cannot even
be ready to forgive those
who have hurt us badly. We
cannot be conformed to the
image of God's Son apart
from the power of God's
Word and Spirit. Yet we are
promised that we can do all
things through Christ who
strengthens us. We never
forgive others in our own
names, but only in the name
of Jesus. In our forgiveness,
we trust that God has not
allowed us to experience
anything that in the end
cannot be put right and
redeemed. In our forgiveness,
we hand over those who
have sinned against us to
God'’s own gracious judgment
in the hope that they will
one day submit to God’s
Jjudgment, repent of their
evil, die to themselves and be
transformed by God'’s grace,
Just as we have.

Comment:

While learning to forgive is
important, we also need to
understand that Christ has
already forgiven those who
have hurt us. In essence, we
Jjoin Christ in his forgiveness
of others. We are never asked
to do this alone. On the
contrary, we move to where
he is.



PG
49



PG
50

SECTION 13
SIN




GCl believes:

Sin is the state of alienation
from God of all humanity
and consists of anything
that is contrary to God'’s
will, including acts of
wrongdoing, neglect to do
good, and unbelief in the
God of grace and love as
made known in Jesus Christ.
At its root, sin is distrust or
unbelief in the goodness
and faithfulness of God
and his Word. It indicates

a broken relationship with
God and results in lives that
misrepresent God and his
good purposes for human
beings. Sin is refusal, in
whole or in part, to live in
dependence upon God for
our meaning, significance,
identity, purpose and
destiny. It is a refusal to
worship God with all our
heart, soul, mind and
strength, and to be his
faithful representative or
witness in all we do, think
and say towards all. In sin
we put our ultimate trust in
idols—in that which is not
God.

SECTION 13 =+ SIN

13.1

What is sin?

*1John 3:4 - James 417

* Rom. 14:23; 512, 17-19; 7:24-25

How do vou think sin affects your
relationships, your community, the world? N\,

Your answer: \
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13.2
Why is sin so bad?
* Mark 7:21-23 1 John 3:8 * Eph. 2:2

The Gospel of Mark records Jesus saying
that evil intentions come from within the

human heart. How have you experienced

this as true?

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

The Bible associates sin with
the devil, whose work Jesus
came to destroy. Sin results
in damaged relationships,
suffering and death. Sin

in act, word or thought
bears false witness to the
character of God and is
rebellion against the good
and right purposes for which
God created human beings
and their relationships with
one another and his good
creation. Out of distrust

and unbelief in God and his
Word, we sin in our attempt
to live as if we could justify
ourselves, having no need for
God'’s goodness, grace and
mercy. Acting out of unbelief,
sin amounts to living the lie
that we can have life and
being apart from God, as if
we could be gods to and for
ourselves—as if we could
gain life from sources other
than the living God. Sin
slanders God’s holy character,
trustworthiness and good
purposes for human beings.



GCl/ believes:

No one can say why, for evil
is a terrible abyss beyond
rational explanation. Its
ultimate origin is obscure
and its enormity perplexes
us. It is, most simply,

what ought not to be.
Nevertheless, we boldly
affirm that God's triumph
over evil is certain. In Jesus
Christ, God suffers with us,
knowing all our sorrows. In
raising him from the dead,
God gives new hope to

the world. Our Lord Jesus
Christ, crucified and risen, is
himself God's promise that
suffering will come to an
end, that death shall be no
more, that evil has no future,
and that all things will be
made new.

SECTION 13 =+ SIN

13.3

If Jesus Christ has already conquered
the devil and sin, why is there still so
much evil in the world?

* Ps. 23:4 %1 Pet. 1.3 * 2 Pet. 3:13 %+ Rom.
821+ Job 19:25

How would you respond to a friend who
wonders why God allows evil? N,

Your answer: \
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14.1

What is faith in God?

* Eph. 2:8 % Rom. 12:3; 10:17 * Heb. 11:1
* Rom. 5:1-2; 1:17; 3:21-28; 11:.6 * Eph. 3:12
*1Cor. 2:5* Heb. 12:2

To have faith is to respond with trust and

love to Jesus. What resonates with you
from this statement? %

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

Faith in God is a gift of

God, rooted in Jesus and
enlightened by the witness
of the Spirit in the Holy
Scriptures. Through faith,
God prepares and enables
our minds to share in Christ’s
knowledge and trust in God
the Father by the Spirit. Jesus
is the author and perfecter of
our faith. To have faith is to
respond with trust and love
to who Jesus is revealed to be
according to the gospel.



GCl believes:

No. Faith is the kind of
knowledge that results
from the open and personal
consideration of the
revelation of God given
through the Person of
Jesus and the testimony to
that revelation in the Holy
Scriptures. Faith has an
object that can be known
and understood, namely the
objective revelation that
culminates in the Person
and teaching of Jesus
Christ. Faith is the personal
knowledge of God based on
God'’s own achievement of
self-revelation. As such it is
public knowledge.

GClI believes:

No. Christian faith is not the
result of an act of will or the
decision of an individual to
affirm or assume something.
Faith is a response to the

object of revelation, conveyed
primarily through hearing, not

seeing. Faith has a subjective
aspect that is required for all

knowledge. Faith involves the
humility and at least a mustard
seed of trust that corresponds
to hearing the truth of what is

revealed in God’s Word, both

living and written. That mustard
seed of trust and humility is a

gift of the Holy Spirit who works
in our subjectivity, but is not our
subjectivity or subjective states.

Comment:
Whether we exhibit faith in
Christ or not does not affect

whether he existed or whether

he is true. Faith is based on a
real person, not on our own
experiences

SECTION 14 <+ FAITH, SALVATION & REPENTANCE

14.2
Is Christian faith irrational?
* Heb. 111

The term irrational can mean lacking
reason or logic. How has your relationship

with the Holy Spirit formed what you
believe is reasonable?

Your answer: \

14.3
Is Christian faith purely subjective?
= Rom 10:17

Reflect on how trust and humility can
begin as a very small mustard seed,
given by the Holy Spirit. How does this
move you to gratitude?\

Your answer: \
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14.4
Is there any mystery to Christian faith?

*John 1:18 * Col. 1.27 * Eph. 3:3-5
1 Cor. 2:.9-11 * Deut. 29:29

How might you explain to a friend that
there is mystery to Christian faith? N\,

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

Yes. In the New Testament,

a “mystery” refers to what
human beings can come to
know only by God'’s gracious
act of revelation. In that
sense, mystery does not
mean what cannot be known
but what God must reveal.
Though there are things

God has not revealed, God

is faithful and wants to be
known. What he reveals to us
is not in any way misleading.
As we contemplate God'’s
revelation, we do so knowing
there is more depth to it than
we are able to grasp. Though
we can apprehend God'’s
revelation, we cannot fully
comprehend it.

Comment:

There is a sense around
the kingdom of God, of
past, present and future.
We are in the present age
of the kingdom not yet

at the fullness but able to
experience the benefits of
a relationship with God. In
that sense, it’s important
that our lives reflect that fact.
Christianity should not be
hidden.



GCl believes:

Salvation is the restoration
of human communion with
God and the deliverance of
the entire creation from the
bondage of sin and death.

In saving us, God grants

us reconciliation with him,
forgiveness of sins, adoption
into his family, citizenship in
his kingdom, union with him
in Christ, new life in the Spirit
and the promise of eternal
life.

Comment:

Salvation is not just spiritual
but physical as well. The
entire creation is included.
That means we have a long-
term future with the earth.

SECTION 14 <+ FAITH, SALVATION & REPENTANCE

14.5

What is salvation?

* 2 Cor. 517-19 * Col. 113-14 * Gal. 4:4-7
* Eph. 2:19-21* Rom. 6:3-5 * Titus 3:4-5
*John 316

Of the list of conditions that God grants in

saving us, which resonates the most with

vou? Why? AN

Your answer: \
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14.6

Why is salvation needed?

* Rom. 3:23 * |sa. 59:1-2 *+ Rom. 1:18-32
* Rom. 8:22-23

In addition to reconciling you to God,
salvation reconciles you to others, even if

we do not experience it in its fullnes vyet.
What is exciting about this? N\,

Your answer: \

GClI believes:

Ever since the first human
beings, the human race
has rebelled and distrusted
the perfect goodness and
holy love of the triune God
and therefore alienated
themselves from their Creator
and rejected the fellowship
they were created to have
with him as their God. As a
result, the human race has:

- Cut itself off from the source
of its life and existence,
resulting in physical death
and subjecting itself to
eternal spiritual death.

- Promoted a lie about the
nature and character of

the triune God their maker,
bearing false witness to
God’s name and reputation
by rejecting his faithfulness,
goodness, grace and holiness.

- Undermined and at times
even attempted to destroy
the faith, hope and love for
God and so stop the good,
right and life-giving worship
of the triune God by others,
thereby incurring spiritual
guilt and shame before God,
which only God himself can
remedy and has done so in
the atoning work of Christ.

- Exposed itself to being
manipulated by and enslaved
to the power of sin from
which it cannot free itself,
leading to the corruption,
warping and twisting of
human nature itself, which it
cannot undo.

- Experienced disharmony
between the human soul,
mind and body, leading to
broken and even destructive
and evil relationships
between parents and
children, between men and
women, between nations and
ethnic groups, and between
human beings and the
natural environment.



GCl/ believes:

Salvation is accomplished
for us through the life and
sacrificial death of Jesus
Christ on the cross. Salvation
is freely given to us by the
grace of our triune God. It

is personally received and
experienced through faith in
Jesus enabled by the ministry
of the Spirit. It is not earned
by good works or through
personal merit.

GCl believes:

No. The apostle Peter said of
Jesus, that “salvation is found
in no one else.” Jesus is the
only one who can save us from
our damaged and twisted
nature and reconcile us to God
so that we can live according
to God’s ultimate purposes

for human beings. He is the
only one who can enable us to
share in God'’s eternal life, free
from the power of evil and its
consequence, which is death.

Comment:

Christ represents us before the
Father as the perfect human.
God sees his humanity and
accepts us because of Jesus.
We only have access through
to the Godhead only through
him. There is no other way.

SECTION 14 <+ FAITH, SALVATION & REPENTANCE

14.7

How are people saved?

* Rom. 8:21-23; 6:18, 22-23 %1 Cor. 1.9
*1Tim. 2:3-6 * Matt. 3:17 * Col. 3.1

* Eph. 2:4-10

Summarize why salvation is not earned
by good works? N\,

Your answer: \

14.8
Is there any way of salvation other

than through Jesus Christ?
#*1Tim. 2:5 % Acts 412

Express a prayer of praise to Jesus for
salvation. ™

Your answer: \
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14.9

Will all people be saved?

* Heb. 10:31 % Rom. 11:32 *+ Matt. 18:12-14
* Eph.2:8 % 1Tim. 2.3-4 " John 3:17-18

* Ezek.18:32 #* 2 Cor. 5:14-15 * Rom. 10:13
# Matt 7:21

All who call upon the Lord will be saved.

How is this comforting? AN

Your answer: \

14.10

Through salvation, do humans
eventually become God?

*2 Cor. 318

Jesus was and still is human. How does

knowing this help you connect with
God? ™

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

All who call upon the

Lord will be saved. No one
who seeks after God will

be turned away. God'’s

work of atonement was
accomplished for the benefit
of all. Jesus is Lord and Savior
over all persons, though
Scripture does not say that
all people will necessarily
receive the salvation that is
theirs in Christ, or that none
will irreversibly reject the
ministry of the Holy Spirit

to unite them to Christ.
Salvation is the fruit of a
relationship with the triune
God—a gift that is complete
in Jesus and that must,
through the work of the
Spirit, be personally received
in order for its benefits,
especially eternal life in
eternal communion with God,

GCl believes:

No. Though ultimate
salvation does not make

us God (or parts of God), it
does give us a full sharing in
the sanctified and glorified
humanity of Jesus Christ. We
remain human, becoming
fully and truly human

as Jesus was and still is.
Through the incarnate Son
of God, we enjoy union and
communion with the whole
of God, while remaining fully
human.



GCl believes:

It is a change of mind and
attitude in response to the
grace of God prompted
by the Holy Spirit and
grounded in the Word of
God. Repentance includes
awareness of personal
sinfulness as well as

trust in and allegiance

to Jesus Christ, through
whom all humanity has
been reconciled to God.
Repentance accompanies
the new life sanctified by
the Spirit through faith in
Jesus. In repentance, we

reject all attempts to justify

ourselves, turning instead
to God to receive our lives

and righteousness from him

as free gifts of his grace.

We turn away from all evil
and call upon God to open
our eyes to deception and

give us strength to resist all

temptation.

SECTION 14 <+ FAITH, SALVATION & REPENTANCE

1411

What is repentance toward God?

* Acts 2:38 % 2 Cor. 5:15,18-19 s« Rom. 2:4;
10:17; * Col. 1:19-20 * Rom. 12:2 == Rom. 5:8

The Holy Spirit prompts us to change
our mind toward God. Describe ways
vour mind has changed. N,

Your answer: \
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1412

How may a person repent and place
their faith in Jesus Christ?

*John 1516 * Acts 16:31-34 * Rom. 10:9
* Heb. 1212 * Rom 7:15-20

Express how having your mind changed

by the Holy spirit has been on ongoing
process. N\

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

Anyone may do so at any
time. One way is by sincerely
saying a prayer similar to this:
Father, | confess my faults,
shortcomings, sins, and
rebellious acts, and ask you
to forgive me. | embrace
you, Lord Jesus, as my Savior
and Lord. Thank you for your
atoning death on the cross
in obedience to your Father’s
will to put away my sins. |
enthrone you, Lord Jesus, to
be in charge of every part

of my life, and | ask you to
indwell and empower me
with your Holy Spirit, so that
I may live as your faithful
follower from now on. In
Jesus' name, Amen.
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SECTION 15
THE CHRISTIAN LIFE




GCl believes:

If they have not already
been baptized, they should,
following proper instruction,
be baptized into the death
and resurrection of Jesus,
and thus into membership in
his body, the Church.

Comment:

We are baptized into

the Body of Christ, not a
denomination. Therefore

a person who has been
baptized previously should
not need to be re-baptized if
they move churches.

GCl believes:

God first draws us into a
deepening and personal
worship relationship with
him. His desire in doing

so is that, through the
relationship, we will be
transformed into the image
of Jesus Christ, by the power
of the Holy Spirit, under

the teachings of the Holy
Scriptures, which are the
infallible and final authority
in all matters of faith and
practice.

SECTION 15 ++ THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

15.1

What should a person do once they
have turned to God for salvation in
repentance and faith?

* Matt. 28:19-20 * 1 Cor. 12:13

In what way is baptism an outward
symbol of our faith? N\,

Your answer: \

15.2

What does God desire to accomplish
in a Christian’s life?

*2 Cor. 3:18

God's desire is to be in a relationship
with you. What feelings does this bring
up for you? N\,

Your answer: \
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15.3

How are Christians to conduct their
lives?

*#1John 3:16, 23-24; 4:20-21+* 2 Cor. 515
* Eph. 210 * Gal. 5:6, 22-23 * Eph. 5:9
*John 14:23-26 * Col. 1:9-12 * Eph. 5:1-2
* Rom. 12:9-21* Eph 4:17-20

How have you experienced trusting God

to be difficult at times? %

Your answer: \

15.4

How does God accomplish this
transformation in a Christian’s life?
* Acts 2:42 *+ Heb. 10:23 -+ Heb. 10:25

% Ps. 1331 4 Heb. 12114 « Ps. 139:23-24

1. How have you experienced the
ministry of the Holy Spirit? N\

2. What is the role of fellowship within

this transformation?

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

The life of a Christian is
characterised by trust in and
loving allegiance to Jesus,
who loved us and gave
himself for us. Trust in Jesus
is expressed by belief in

the gospel, by baptism, and
through participation in our
Lord’s works of love. Through
the Spirit, Jesus transforms
the hearts of believers,
producing in them his love,
Joy, peace, faithfulness,
meekness, kindness,
goodness, gentleness, self-
control, righteousness and
truth.

GCl believes:

God transforms us over

time through corporate
worship (including Word
and sacrament), private
worship (including prayer,
Bible reading and study),
fellowship with God’s people,
pursuit of holiness of life,
witness toward those who
do not know Christ, and acts
of love toward all. All these
take effect in us only by the
ministry of the Holy Spirit,
who frees and enables us to
share in the regenerated and
renewed humanity of Jesus
Christ.



GCl believes:

They can be summed up

in the biblical terms of
Justification, sanctification
and glorification. Together
these three describe the
complete Christian life. All
three are already complete
for us in Jesus’ glorified
human nature—thus joined
together in Jesus and
received from him through
our trusting him to provide
us our complete salvation:
justification, sanctification
and ultimate glorification.

GCl believes:

Justification marks the
fact of our being both
forgiven by and reconciled
to God—sharing in Jesus’
right relationship with the
triune God. As we come to
first recognize this truth
and reality, we begin to
affirm and trust in the free
gift of our justification. We
live in confidence that God
has indeed reconciled us
to himself, holding nothing
against us. We draw near
to God because he has
reconciled us to himself by
his grace.

SECTION 15 ++ THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

15.5

What are the dynamics of the
Christian life?

*1 Cor. 1:30 (ESV)

What does it mean to you that the
dvynamics of the Christian life are
complete in Jesus? N\,

Your answer: \

15.6

What is justification?

*+ Rom. 3:25; 4.25; 5:16-18; 8:30 = 1 Cor. 1:30;
#*2 Cor. 521 1s. 535+ Rom. 5:6-T1

Write a prayer of gratitude that you
share in Jesus' right relationship with
God. N\

Your answer: \
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15.7

What is sanctification?

* Heb. 2:11;10:10, 14; 12:10, 14 * Eph. 4:24;
*1Cor. 1:30 * 2 Cor. 7:1

Describe your desire to grow in trust of
Jesus. \

Your answer: \

15.8

What is glorification?

* Rom. 8:30 %1 Cor. 15:42, 49 * Rev. 20:5-6 *
Phil. 3:10-11

How do you vearn or hope for the future,
"not vet" dynamics of the Christian life? N,

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

Sanctification is the dynamic
relationship with God that
begins to take place as we
receive the good news of our
Justification. By the Word of
God and the Holy Spirit, we
begin to share more in the
life of Christ—growing deeper
in relationship with him,
trusting more and more in
him in every situation in life,
and so becoming more and
more conformed to him.

GCl believes:

Sanctification anticipates
receiving from Christ

our glorification, which
completes our sanctification.
While our sanctification
points to or leads to our
glorification, it will not be
fully experienced until we
pass through death and
Christ returns. Only then,

in the new heaven and new
earth in the age to come, will
we benefit fully in Christ and
so share fully in his glorified
human nature for all eternity.

Comment:

Many scriptures link
glorification with
resurrection. In our new
bodies, we will share fully in
Christ’s nature and glory.



GCl believes:

In the time period between
Jesus’ first and second
advents, the Christian
life is one of growth, of
transformation from one
degree of glory to another.
We are like clay vessels with
the glory of Christ shining
through. This means that,
to some degree, we will
experience dying with Christ
and suffering with him. It will
also involve being renewed
and restored in faith, hope
and love. We will not live
ideal lives. We will experience
grief and sorrow. We will
experience some opposition,
challenges and possibly even
persecution. We will need
to repent. We will never
reach a plateau of coasting
along. It will always involve
being deliberate, striving
and being renewed. By the
power of the Holy Spirit, we
are in a transitional time of
growing up (“becoming”) in
Christ, and being continually
renewed in Christ.

SECTION 15 < THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

159

What is the Christian life like for us
now?

* Rom. 8:29;12:2 2 Cor. 3:18 ** Eph. 1:18;
3:19; 4:13 % Col. 2:10; 3:8-10

How would you share with a new
believer your experience of the Christian
life? ™

Your answer: \
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15.10

Can we measure or exactly mark our
progress in the Christian life?
*1Thess. 1:3; 5:8 * Phil. 212 * 2 Pet. 1:6

We can receive daily God's transforming

and healing grace. What resonates with

you about that statement? N\,

Your answer: N\,

1511

Why do we not necessarily make
consistent and inevitable progress in
the Christian life?

* Eph. 6:12 % Gal. 517, 4:14-16

What is true about the larger culture
that could make us feel like God
"measures" our progress? \

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

No. Nor is there a need to do
so. The Christian life involves
a turning away from all that
blocks or leads us away

from receiving daily God’s
transforming and healing
grace—turning towards

him in renewed faith, hope
and love. This is true for all
no matter how far along a
person is in their journey with
Jesus. It's always a matter

of turning and facing in the
right direction—towards
Christ and his high calling to
walk towards him and with
him.

GCl/ believes:

Because we live between
Christ’s first and second
advents, we are in a time

of transition and so our
human natures are still prone
to temptation by sin. The
power of sin, still at work

in the world, seeks to pull

us away from God toward
evil. We now have only the
“down payment” or “first
fruits” of the Holy Spirit and
do not yet share fully in the
glorified humanity of Jesus.
The fullness of our sharing in
Jesus Christ’s fully-sanctified
human nature will occur
only after our death or upon
his return, when he will fully
manifest his kingdom in a
new heaven and earth.



GCl believes:

Scripture exhorts us to

rely on our union with
Christ and find our identity
in belonging to Christ,

body and soul. Secure in
Christ, we place ourselves
in trusting submission to
God'’s Word and Spirit. We
then expend effort, seeking
support, encouragement
and resources to “side” with
the Holy Spirit’s promptings,
guidance and assurance so
that we may participate in
the renewed human natures
that we have complete in
Jesus.

GCl believes:

Obedience is not to win God's
love, for God already loves

us. Not to earn salvation,

for Jesus Christ has already
earned it for us. Not to

avoid punishment, for then
we would obey out of fear.
Rather, with gladness of
heart, we obey God out of
gratitude for his freely given
grace and mercy. We obey by
faith in him and in all he has
done, is doing and will yet do
for us to the glory of God.

SECTION 15 ++ THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

15.12
How do we resist temptations to pull

away from God?
# Eph 6:11-18 * Phil 1:6 % 1Jn 2:15

How do you experience your reliance on
vour union with Christ? N\,

Your answer: \

15.13

Why should Christians obey God?
* Ps. 118:1 % Col. 3:17 %1 John 4:19

How does the knowledge of God's freely
given grace and mercy affect your
obedience? &

Your answer: \
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1514

Why should Christians be loyal to God
above all others?

* Deut. 65,14 %1 John 521 Ex. 3414

* Rom. 1:22-23 * Phil. 2:4 * Matt. 6:24; 10:37
* Prov. 9:10

What are some ways you express your
trust in the triune God? %

Your answer: \

15.15

Why should Christians submit to and
respect those in authority?

* Eph. 5:21 % Rom. 1210 * Eph. 6:2 =

* Prov. 1:8 * Lev. 19:32 * Luke 2:51 *

*1 Pet. 2:17 * Acts 5:29

How is having respect for others
(whether they are in authority or not)
showing love? N\

Your answer: \

GCl believes:

For a Christian, no loyalty
should come before loyalty
to the triune God. We should
worship and serve only God,
expect all good from God
alone, and love, fear and
honor God with all our heart,
mind and strength. To treat
or trust anything other than
the triune God as though

it were God, is to practice
idolatry. To assume that
one’s own interests are more
important than anything else,
is to make them into idols,

in effect making an idol of
oneself.

GCl/ believes:

Though we owe reverence
and worship to God alone,
we respect those in positions
of authority, including our
parents. There are limits to
obeying those in authority,
including parents. No mere
human being is God. Blind
obedience is not required

of us, for everything should
be tested by loyalty and
obedience to God, according
to God’s Word. When it
seems as though we should
not obey, we should always
be alert to possible self-
deception, and pray that

we may walk in the truth of
God's will.



GCl believes:

The life of another belongs to
their Maker and Redeemer,
not to another human being.
Unlawfully taking another’s
life usurps God'’s rightful
authority. God forbids
anything that harms our
neighbors unfairly. Murder or
injury can be done not only
by direct violence, but also
by an angry word or a clever
plan, and not only by an
individual, but also by unjust
social institutions. We should
honor every human being,
including our enemies, as
persons made according to
God'’s image.

GCl/ believes:

God forbids all theft and
robbery, including schemes,
tricks or systems that
unjustly take what belongs to
someone else. God requires
us not to be driven by greed,
not to misuse or waste the
gifts we have been given, and
not to distrust the promise
that God will supply our
needs. Stealing dishonors
God and destroys trust
between human beings.

SECTION 15 ++ THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

15.16
Why should Christians not commit

murder?
*#71John 3:15; Prov. 24:17; Rom. 12:19-20; Col.
3:12-13; Matt. 5:21-22; 26:52

Why might humans, even athiests,
universally believe murder is wrong? N\

Your answer: \

15.17
Why should Christians not steal?

* Job 20:19-20 * Jer. 22:13 % Prov. 18.9 *1Tim.

©:9-10 * 1 John 3:17 * Luke 12:15 * Phil. 419

Describe how you believe stealing affects
trust between humans. N,

Your answer: \
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15.18

Why should Christians not lie?

* Zech. 8:16-17 * 1 Pet. 3:16 * Prov. 14:5;
*James 4:11 % 1 Pet. 4.8 *+ Rom. 3:13, 15
* Prov. 31:8-9 * Matt. 7:1-2

In the scriptures above, we are asked to
speak up for the rights of the poor. How
is that related to lyving? N\

Your answer: \

15.19

What is the Christian view of
marriage?

* Gen. 2:18-22 *+ Matt. 19:4 * Eph. 5:22-23
#1Cor. 7:1-5% Rom 1:24-27 #1Tim 3.2

In what ways does "a unity—a difference

and a harmonious coordination of being

and action in holy loving" describe
Christ's Bride, the church? N,

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

God forbids us to damage the
honor or reputation of our
neighbors. We should not say
false things against anyone
for the sake of money, favor
or friendship, for the sake

of revenge, or for any other
reason. God requires that we
speak the truth, to speak well
of our neighbors when we
can, and to view the faults of
our neighbors with tolerance
when we cannot, and to

be true to our word. Lying
dishonors God and destroys
trust between human beings.

Comment:

Ignoring the plight of

the poor can be equal to
pretending it doesn’t exist.
On the contrary, we are

to stand up for the poor
and make their challenges
known.

GCl/ believes:

As revealed in the Holy
Scriptures, and as stated

by Jesus, God established
marriage as an exclusive,
sacred union between one man
and one woman. That union

is a unique, living witness

that reflects and honors God's
covenant relationship with his
people in Jesus Christ. It is a
union that involves a unity—a
difference and a harmonious
coordination of being and
action in holy loving. That
unity, which normally has

the potential to be fruitful by
generating new-born life, bears
witness to the life-giving nature
of the triune God through the
union and communion of the
Father and Son in the Spirit.
Christian marriage, lived as a
witness to God'’s faithfulness,
honours God and builds trust
between human beings,
especially between men and
women.



GCl/ believes:

We should not commit
adultery because it is
contrary to the bond

of marriage created by

God. That bond is deeply
damaged if not irreparably
broken by the sin of adultery.
But more damaging, such
unfaithfulness bears false
witness to a God who is
absolutely faithful to his
people. It thereby harms our
souls, undermines our faith,
hinders our hope in God
and diminishes our love for
God and for others. It sows
the seeds of unbelief in our
hearts and minds and sets
up barriers to trusting in
God'’s faithfulness that will
never betray us. Adultery
dishonors God and destroys
trust between human
beings.

SECTION 15 < THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

15.20
Why should Christians not commit

adultery?
* Rom. 2:22 * Matt. 5:27-30

Express a prayer of praise for our God
who is absolutely faithful to God's

people. ™

Your answer: \
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15.21

Why should Christians avoid sexual
immorality of all kinds?

* Eph. 5:3 % Matt. 5:27-29 * Heb. 13:4
*1Thess. 4:3-4

How might sexual behavior that harms

impact the unity that God desires
between people? N~

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

Since love is God's great

gift, God expects us to not
corrupt it, or confuse it with
momentary desire to fulfil our
own selfish pleasures. God
forbids all sexual immorality,
whether in married life
(adultery) or single life
(fornication). Faithfulness is
essential to experience the
blessings of marriage. The
faithfulness of celibacy is
essential to experience the
blessings of being unmarried.
All sexual relations outside
the safe boundaries of
covenant marriage are forms
of sexual abuse and harm
our capacity to form healthy
relationships of non-sexual
love between members of
the body of Christ and sexual
relationships of married
couples. Sexual relations are
safe and healthy and honour
God only when experienced
within a lifelong commitment
to marriage between one
man and one woman. All
else falls far short of the
glory of God and his good
purposes for humanity. All
sexual immorality including
sexual abuse and fornication
dishonours God and destroys
trust between human beings.



GCl believes:

Our whole heart should
belong to God alone, not to
money or to other things

of this world. To covet is to
desire something wrongfully.
We should not resent the
good fortune or success

of our neighbors or allow
envy to corrupt our hearts.
These sins damage the soul,
and corrupt relationships
and undermine joyful

and free generosity and
compassionate service.
Coveting dishonors God
and destroys trust between
human beings.

GCl believes:

God commands that we

care for the earth in ways

that reflect his loving care

for all of his creation. We are
responsible for ensuring that
the earth'’s gifts are used fairly
and wisely, that no creature
suffers from the abuse of what
we are given, and that future
generations may continue

to enjoy the abundance and
goodness of the earth in
praise to God. Failure to be
good stewards of the natural
environment dishonors God
and disrupts the fruitful
harmony of human beings
with their environment.

Comment:

The earth is part of the
creation that groans for
redemption. How would we as
Christians feel about the earth
if it were to be our permanent
home after resurrection?
Would that change the way in
which we use it?

SECTION 15 < THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

15.22
Why should Christians not covet what

belongs to others?
* Heb. 13:5 % Gal. 5:2

How might misplaced desires damage
relationships? N

Your answer: \

15.23
Why should Christians not abuse the

natural environment?
* Ps. 24:1; 8911 * Gen. 1:26; 2:15 * |s. 24:5;
* Rom. 12:2

What are some examples of how we can
reflect God's loving care for all creation? N\,

Your answer: \
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16:1

What is meant by Jesus’ “second
coming”?

*John 14:3 * Rev. 1.7 * Matt. 24:30 *
*1Thess. 4:15-17 * Rev. 12:10-12; 22:12

Do we need to wait until Jesus' second

coming to enjoy placing our trust in
him? N,

Your answer: \

16:2

What is “the resurrection of the
dead”?

* John 5:25-29 ¢ 1 Thess. 4:13-17

What comfort do you take from a
resurrection of the dead?

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

The Holy Scriptures teach
that Jesus Christ, who

came to earth first (his “first
coming”) through his virgin
birth, will come again in what
is often called his “second
coming.” The glorified human
Jesus will return bodily to
earth in power and glory to
Jjudge the dead and reign
over all nations in the fullness
of the kingdom of God. This
return will inaugurate the
resurrection of the dead and
the final judgment, which
will bring to an end all evil
and usher in the reward of a
new heaven and new earth to
be enjoyed by all who place
their trust in Jesus as their
Lord and Savior and humbly
receive his welcome into his
eternal rule and reign.

GClI believes:

When Jesus returns, he will
resurrect back to a new kind
of bodily life all who have
died throughout human
history. This is commonly
referred to as the “general
resurrection.”



GClI believes:

When we die, our bodies of
flesh and bones decay, but
by the will of God, our spirit,
which returns to God, lives
on awaiting the general
resurrection at Jesus’ return,
when we will be given
glorified bodies.

GClI believes:

Having been raised to a new
kind of bodily life in the general
resurrection, all humans will
be judged in what Scripture
calls “the final judgment.”

The Judge will be Jesus, who
will judge all people as those
belonging to God through him.
This means that all humans, in
spite of themselves, are loved,
forgiven, and are intended by
God through Jesus Christ to
enter into his eternal kingdom.
All who call upon the name

of the Lord, acknowledging
Jesus Christ as their only Lord
and Savior, and who willingly
submit to his lordship and
desire to live in and under

his eternal rule and reign will
enter into his kingdom. God'’s
Jjudgment in Jesus Christ will
bring about the ultimate end
of evil and the renewal of the
earth and all creation. Evil will
have no place in the fullness of
the kingdom of God.

Comment:

Did you notice that the final
Jjudgment comes after the
resurrection?

SECTION 16 < LAST THINGS

16.3
What happens to people between death

and the general resurrection?
#1Cor. 15:42-44 %+ 2 Cor. 51-4 %+ 2 Pet. 1.4

Our love for God is characterized by trust.
Do we need to have certainty about what
happens to us after death? Explain. N\,

Your answer: \

16.4
What is “the final judgment”?
2 Cor. 510 * 2 Pet. 2.9 * Heb. 9:27

How might knowing the character of
Jesus, as the judge, change your view of
the final judgment?

Your answer: \
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16.5

What happens to unbelievers in the
final judgment?

* Acts 24:15 * John 5:28-29; 3:17

* Rom. 5:6 % Col. 1:20 * 1 Tim. 2:3-6 *

* 2 Pet. 3.9 * Rom. 5:15-18 #* Acts 10:43;
*John 12:32 %1 Cor. 15:22-28 *+ Heb. 12:6
* Eph. 110 * Rev. 3:19-20; 21:7-8, 22-27,
22:14-15

How do you respond to the knowledge

that our rejection of God does not
change God's purpose, mind, or love
towards us? N\

Your answer: \

GCl/ believes:

God'’s love will never cease or
diminish even for those who,
at the final judgment, refuse
his love and the truth of who
they are because of Jesus.
However, by their repudiation
of grace and refusal to repent
and receive forgiveness,

they consign themselves to

a condition of self-imposed
torment that sometimes is
called hell. In that condition,
rather than enjoying the fruit
of God'’s salvation, hating
God’s goodness and holy love,
they will experience God'’s
love as wrath. Remaining
rebellious and unrepentant,
demanding their own will
and way, they will refuse to
enter the kingdom of God.
Blaspheming the Holy Spirit,
they will cut themselves off
from the truth and reality

of who God is and what he
has done for them in Jesus,
and so experience the
unavoidable consequences,
which Scripture refers to as
hell or Gehenna. However,
their rejection does not
change God'’s purpose, mind
and love enacted towards
them in Jesus Christ, who is
their Judge and Redeemer.
Jesus remains, in truth and
reality, their Lord and Savior
though they deny it.



GCl believes:

Those who in the final
Jjudgment bow in reverence

to Jesus as Lord will receive

a never-ending life of joyful
communion with our triune
God and with other resurrected
believers, as they praise and
serve God together in the new
heaven and the new earth—a
world of unending life and love.
In this life together with the
triune God and one another,
they will experience “face to
face” what they now glimpse
only partially—their deepest,
truest delights in this life being
only a dim foreshadowing of
the delights that await them

in the fullness of the kingdom
of God. By the grace of the
triune God they will freely,
willingly and gladly enter God’s
kingdom extended to them in
Jesus Christ and by the Holy
Spirit. There they will enjoy
forever all its benefits stored
up for them in Jesus Christ,
who is Lord and Savior of all.

SECTION 16 -+ LAST THINGS

16.6

What happens to believers in the final
judgment?

* Ps.16:11 % John 14:2-3 * Matt. 6:20; 8:11;

#* Col. 1:5%1 Cor. 13:12 * Rev. 2111-4 * 1 Pe.t
417

What are some examples of how the
fullness of the kingdom is foreshadowed

in our present? N\,

Your answer: \
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