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of Christ. “The body is a t
made up of many parts; and t
parts are many, they form one bod
with Christ” (1 Corinthians 12:12). He exk
further, “Now you are the body of Christ
each one of you is a part of it” (verse 27).

This verse emphasizes the importance of unity
and diversity in the church. No matter how
we or others may perceive our function, our
individual role is vital to the functioning of the
whole. Paul emphasizes the worth of every
Christian with the metaphor of the Body of

Christ.




environment.

We all need one
another, and especially, we need the
head, Jesus Christ. Christian i d
growth is primarily focused on
community, because the part always
contributes to the well-being of the

whole.
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This then leads us to the Love Avenue. C
told his disciples to teach what he had taug
them. “Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the her
and of the Son and of the Holy Sp d

teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).
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We must bear one another’s
Our brothers and sisters are precic
resources we should treat and ha
with care. Each of us contributes to
the health of the church, our itual
life-support system.




Jesus demonstrated how life in
ministry isn't accomplished in
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Jesus ministered to his disciples by
them into a caring community w
spent time with Jesus and with each ot

In and through the relationships develope
within this community, the disciples found
fulfillment of their God-given needs for love,
sighificance and belonging.

This is why we are team-based. The church is
a community, and our community relies on
rhythms to work. This allows seasons of rest
and reflection within each person’s ministry.




Jesus showed how all the aspects
of ministry are interwoven with
community.

Instead of settling for one-size-fits-:
practices, we instead intentionally
the unique needs and opportunitie
our distinct community.
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The pastor o
emergency trip across t
for their ailing parent. They have an estab
Hope Avenue team with multiple me
are equipped to deliver the Sunday messac
The Pastor contacts the Hope Avenue char
and they ask one of these members to give
the sermon Sunday, which is already outlinec
because they follow the RCL and worship

calendar resources.

. The Faith Avenue team brainstorms their annual

calendar and intentionally alternates different
types of connect groups to foster spiritual
growth and renewal. Knowing each member of
the body has different strengths and areas for
growth, they provide discipleship opportunities
to meet the diverse experiences of their
members. 5 o’




When we
integrate our gifts and lives, we
ablish rhythms of community

benefit of working together
the body of Christ iIn comm
Is avoiding burnout and providir
a solid support system. This looks
like avenue champions rotati
responsibilities, and leaders eams
that are devoted to the grow

and spiritual, mental and physical
health of their leaders. Consider how

different rhythms could benefit your
ministry.




