MAARTE N D E M o EI Assistant Youth Pastor - Tiel, Netherlands

Tell us about your role in your local congregation.

I am the assistant pastor in my local congregation with a focus on our youth,

specifically teenagers and young adults. This means I try to support the other

youth workers in our church (or other churches when needed), lead teen services,

give sermons, lead Bible studies, and try to connect with our youth outside of the weekly service.

What skills do you bring to the role?
I am good at teaching and connecting with others,

in combination with a strong feeling of love for all people.

What makes you a good fit?

I have a great passion for getting people to understand that they are loved and accepted for who they
are by Christ and his followers, experience with very different parts of our society, and I love it when
people have questions that I don't have the answers to. Having to study, search the Bible and what
others have written about it so that I can then get back to the person and explain it to them is
something that gives me a lot of satisfaction.

What excites you about this role?

I have always liked what David did, doing the groundwork for building the temple so that his son
could enjoy a time of peace and actually building up the great temple. This is what I want to do too,
making sure that our future Christians have the best chances to serve God in ways that we might not
see the rewards of ourselves, but will be a great blessing to those around them.

What are the challenges?

Time — I always feel like there is more that I could do or that each week could do with a couple
more days so that we can build our relationships faster. But it also teaches me to focus on God
and trust in him, that he does the work. I only have to follow and do what he leads me to do.

What are some core values that guide your life and influence your approach to ministry?
In our weakness God brings strength. Whenever we feel like we cannot do something that
he puts in our hearts we are given the opportunity to put more of our faith in him.
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“In our weakness God brings strength. Whenever

we feel like we cannot do something that he puts

in our hearts we are given the opportunity to put
more of our faith in him.”
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