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Noun

Definition: Our faithful response to God'’s

love. This is expressed by our trust and y
participation in what God is doing. /
Faithful obedience is empowered by I
the Father, through the Son, in the Spirit. \

Obedience Begins with Love N

commandment, he pointed to love. \ /
Love for God and love for neighbor are
at the center of our response to him /
(Matthew 22:37-39). /

Obedience is not about rule-keeping /
or earning God'’s approval. It flows from "
relationship. We love because God first I

0

\

\

When Jesus was asked about the greatest \ A
[
|

loved us, and our obedience becomes
an expression of that love.

This means obedience is not something \
we force. It is something that grows as \
we come to know God more deeply.
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From the beginning, God’s desire has been -
for humanity to live in trusting relationship / N

with him. Obedience was never meant to be ! \ \
a burden. It was meant to be participation in //‘
God’'s good purposes. SNa” ,'
Through Jesus, we are not called to achieve /
righteousness on our own. Christ has fulfilled ,'
obedience on our behalf, and we are invited /

to share in his life.

longer about striving or fear. It is about joining

/
|
This changes how we see obedience. It is ho :
: : : \
Jesus in what he is already doing. \
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Scripture gives us clear reasons for
obedience, all rooted in God’'s goodness
and love: /

- Because we love God (John 14:15) I

- Because obedience leads to life and \
freedom (Deuteronomy 30:19-20) - \
|

- Because it reflects our trust in him i \/
(Proverbs 3:5-6) \ A
- Because it shapes our character N_~- "
(Romans 12:1-2) /

- Because it points others to God /
(Matthew 5:16) /

- Because God is at work in us ,'
(Philippians 2:13) i

|

\
\

Obedience is not about losing freedom.
It is about living fully in the life God has
given us. \
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We are not left to obey on our own.

- The Father calls us into relationship and

reveals his will in love. /
|
-« The Son has perfectly obeyed on our behalf \
and invites us to share in his life. _ “
e . 2
- The Spirit lives in us, transforming our ! \\"
hearts and empowering us to respond. \ A
Obedience is a work of grace from Y=,
beginning to end. As we walk with God, /
the Spirit shapes our desires so that we ,’
begin to want what God wants. /

/
This is why obedience becomes joyful. I
It is no longer external pressure. It is an :
Internal transformation. \
\
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Obedience is lived out in simple, daily ways:

« Choosing love in our relationships /
- Acting with honesty and integrity

- Serving others with humility -

\

\
\
!
- Responding with forgiveness and grace )"
» Trusting God in uncertainty ~_v7o ,'
/

/

These are not small things. They are ways we
participate in God’s kingdom in the world around 7

/
us.

I
. I
As we follow Jesus in these everyday moments,
our lives begin to reflect his love more clearly. \

\

\
\
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« Reflect: Where might God be inviting y
you to trust him more deeply right now? ,’
|
- Respond: Take one small step of \
obedience this week, not out of pressure, \
but out of love. r” TS "
I
- Remain: Stay connected to Jesus \ )"
through prayer and Scripture. Trust the \\ R
Spirit to guide and form you. - I
/
-« Encourage: Walk with others. Share /
/

what God is teaching you and support
one another in following him.
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Obedience is not about earning God'’s love.
It is about responding to it.

Because of Jesus, we are included in ,’
the life of the triune God. Because of I
the Spirit, we are empowered to live in that life. \
\
As we grow In love for God and neighbor, ;7S \
our obedience becomes a reflection of who I N
we already are in Christ. \ :"
\ /
And together, we become a church that lives N ” ,'
out the love of God in the world. /
/
/

Foothotes /



https://www.gci.org/articles/the-greatest-commandment/
https://archive.gci.org/books/obedience/
https://www.gci.org/articles/six-reasons-to-obey-god/

